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THIRTY-FIRST REPORT OF THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Institute has now completed its thirty-first year of operation since its foundation by the Hild-Bede Trust in 1981 to pursue the general aim of ‘furthering the education of those with a responsibility for teaching the Christian faith’, working primarily through the following objectives:

· to promote the study of how people of all ages understand the concepts and participate in the experiences of Christian faith in the context of all the influences which bear upon them in contemporary culture;

· to provide instruction and practical assistance for those engaged in teaching Christianity either in the context of school or church or both;

· to promote among Christian people a deeper understanding of and a capacity to appraise educational processes;

· to encourage the work of adult education in the Christian faith.

Details are given below of the work of NEICE from 1 October 2011.

I
THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The Management Committee met on 17 November 2011 and 16 May 2012.  In addition to matters covered elsewhere in this report, the Committee dealt with the following matters.

Management Committee Membership

The following officers were elected by the Management Committee: the Revd Dr Roger Walton (Chairman), Dr Robert Song (Vice-Chairman) and the Revd Dr Michael Armstrong (Clerk).  Mr Arthur Falconer was appointed Treasurer.  During the period of this report the Revd Julie Lunn and the Revd Alan Middleton joined the Management Committee.
Future of NEICE

The NEICE Management Committee, having committed to disbanding the NEICE charity at a date no later than the end of April 2013, agreed to fund a final NEICE project from October 2012 to April 2013.  The purpose of this ‘Website Project’ is to ensure that as much as possible of NEICE’s research, resources and reflections can continue to be available, as far as possible free of any charge, through some form of continuing website or websites.  The ‘NEICE Settlement Group’ met on 27 January 2012 to discuss issues relating to the development of the new website provision.  The NEICE Finale Working Party met on 27 June and 13 July to discuss arrangements for the final NEICE event in April 2013.
Staffing

The Institute has negotiated new contracts for its Director and Administrative Secretary for the final seven months of its existence.  The Director’s contract is a non-teaching appointment focused on the Website Project.
Accommodation
As the lease of the two NEICE offices in St Chad’s College was due to expire in September 2012, the Institute moved offices to Alington House, 4 North Bailey, Durham City during that month.  The Institute is most grateful to St Chad’s for providing accommodation and other services for the last five years.  The Director negotiated the retention of the current postal address (18 North Bailey) and NEICE’s Durham University telephone extensions for the last period of its activity.

Library

The books in NEICE’s research and reference library have now been offered, as requested by the Management Committee, to Durham University Library, Durham Cathedral Library and York St John University Library.  Books have been transferred to all these institutions.  In light of NERLRC’s decision only to stock recent books relating to school RE and ‘practical resources for ministry’, the Resources Centres in Durham and Newcastle did not accept many items from the NEICE-held stock.  A number of volumes have been donated to the libraries of St Chad’s and St John’s Colleges, and the Director is currently engaged in disposing of the rest of the stock to other universities, college and research libraries.

Finance

The final tranche of funding from the Hild-Bede Trust was received at the end of March 2012.  The final Website Project will be funded from NEICE’s reserves of capital, together with any income generated from other sources.  All remaining capital will be disposed of at the dissolution of the Institute in a manner to be decided by the NEICE Management Committee, in accordance with the regulations of the Charity Commission.
II
THE WORK OF THE INSTITUTE
(1)
Research and Publications

At the time of writing, over 36,500 copies of titles directly written or edited by NEICE staff, on topics within Christian education, practical theology and Christian studies, have been notified to us as having been sold through a variety of publishing houses.  (We do not have any figures for books by other authors published in the various series edited by the Director.)
Books Published
Jeff Astley, Leslie J. Francis, Mandy Robbins and Mualla Selçuk (eds), Teaching Religion, Teaching Truth: Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, Bern: Peter Lang, 2010 (xii + 281 pp)

Explorations in Practical, Pastoral and Empirical Theology Series

The following books were published in this series, for which the Director is a co-editor.  Twenty-nine volumes have so far been published.

Martyn Percy, The Ecclesial Canopy: Faith, Hope, Charity, Farnham: Ashgate, 2012 (x + 224pp)

Ann Christie, Ordinary Christology: Who Do You Say I Am? Answers from the Pews, Farnham: Ashgate, 2012 (x + 214pp)
Susan Shooter, How Survivors of Abuse Relate to God: The Authentic Spirituality of the Annihilated Soul, Farnham: Ashgate, 2012 (xiv + 210pp)
Books in Press or in Preparation
Jeff Astley and Leslie J. Francis (eds), Exploring Ordinary Theology: Everyday Christian Believing and the Church, Farnham: Ashgate, forthcoming (2013)
‘This extraordinary collection of articles exploring Ordinary Theology is a must-read, showing the real significance of listening to what ordinary reflective Christians believe – consulting the faithful – in order to understand how diversely the tradition can be lived in and lived out.’  

(Terrence W. Tilley, Fordham University, USA)

‘This volume demonstrates how Ordinary Theology is rapidly becoming one of the most exciting and innovative areas in Practical Theology.’

(Pete Ward, King’s College, London)

Learning Church Series

Three volumes are currently being developed for the introductory series of books for education in theology for Christian discipleship and ministry, contracted by SCM Press with the Director as one of the series editors.  The Director has prepared a first draft of a book, provisionally entitled Studying God: Doing Theology, for this series.
Explorations in Practical, Pastoral and Empirical Theology Series

Nine further volumes are in press or in preparation, including:
Susanna Snyder, Asylum-Seeking, Migration and Church
Alison Le Cornu, Spirituality, Faith and Learning
Stephen Pattison, Face
Andrew Rogers, Congregational Hermeneutics
Andrew Todd (ed.), Military Chaplaincy in Contention
Zoë  Bennett, Using the Bible in Practical Theology
Reviews of Previously Published Books

Jeff Astley, SCM Studyguide to Christian Doctrine

‘As someone who teaches an introductory course on doctrine I am always on the lookout for new books which are stimulating, accessible and which help students to see how second-order theological thinking and language are compatible with, and even helpful to, the life of faith and the practical demands of ministry. Astley’s work in “ordinary theology” equips him to undertake this task with particular skill, and he organizes his SCM Studyguide . . . beginning with the more concrete and experiential [doctrines] before moving on to abstract processes and concepts. This method is what marks the book out from the many other excellent introductions to doctrine on the market. . . .
There are some excellent summaries of key doctrinal positions, for example, on the Eucharist, on sin and salvation, and on Trinitarian terms. Astley often goes further to offer additional interpretive possibilities, as with the section “Other Insights?” on models of atonement . . . Throughout it is apparent that this text is the work of someone who has been engaged with theological concepts and with other human beings grappling with these concepts for a very long time, and who is at home in finding ways of communicating complex ideas in clear and varied ways. . . . [This is] a book that is ambitious, wide-ranging, engaging and aware of the need to keep doctrine rooted in wider Christian existence. It will be appearing on my students’ reading list this year and for years to come.’ 
(Journal of Adult Theological Education).
‘Astley’s introductory text to theology is a masterpiece of clarity and an excellent contribution to the SCM “Studyguide” series. . . . This is no dry and dusty tome, as chapter headings themselves amply indicate. . . . 
Chapter 7 moves into the Christological minefield [where] Astley’s pedagogical strengths triumph. I do not think I have ever come across such a clear, . . . sensible and helpful presentation of the myriad of options and alternatives for interpretation and theological understanding. Standard Christological ‘isms’ . . . are succinctly summarized. Outlines of the classical solutions to the dominical question – Who do you say I am? – are a godsend for the instructor of an introductory course to this most vexed arena of Christian theology. . . . 
The end of this book marks but the reader’s commencement of a journey into a deeper exploration of this mystery having gained a firm grounding, orientation and compass upon which to set out. And, in the process of being so equipped, the reader has been introduced to a range of excellent Christian thinkers and authors, for another of the strengths of this work is the substantial use made of apposite quotations from a most impressive selection of theologians. Thus the attentive student has not only been introduced to the range and nature of theology as a subject, but to a balanced range of classic and contemporary Christian thinkers, supported by a most comprehensive bibliography and helpful further reading section. This book will make an excellent beginners’ text – the purpose for which it was designed – but also a useful basis for more advanced discussion groups of what Astley is pleased to call “ordinary theologians”. . . . And for many ordained, this book provides a helpful refresher and a useful reference.’ 
(Reviews in Religion & Theology).

Articles/Essays Published

The following journal articles and essays in books have been published during the period of this report:

Jeff Astley and Bridget Nichols, ‘The Formative Role of the Book of Common Prayer, Part 2’, Prayer Book Society Journal, 27, Michaelmas 2011, 8–11

Jeff Astley, ‘On Standing and Delivering: Preaching and Theological Posture’, Rural Theology, 9, 2, 2011, 89–99

Jeff Astley, ‘Christianity’, in Peter Jarvis with Mary Watts (eds), The Routledge International Handbook of Learning (London: Routledge, 2012), 467–474

Jeff Astley, Leslie J. Francis and Mandy Robbins, ‘Assessing Attitude Towards Religion: The Astley-Francis Scale of Attitude Towards Theistic Faith’, British Journal of Religious Education 34, 2, 183-193
Jeff Astley, Contributions to Reflections for Daily Prayer: Advent 2012 to Eve of Advent 2013 (London: Church House Publishing, 2012), 20-31, 128-139
Jeff Astley, ‘A Theological Reflection on the Nature of Religious Truth’ in Jeff Astley, Leslie J. Francis, Mandy Robbins and Mualla Selçuk (eds), Teaching Religion, Teaching Truth: Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives (Bern: Peter Lang, 2012), 241-262

Reprint of Jeff Astley, ‘Ordinary Theology for Rural Theology and Rural Ministry’, in Leslie J. Francis and Mandy Robbins (eds), Rural Life and Rural Church: Theological and Empirical Perspectives (Sheffield: Equinox, 2012), 42-51

Jeff Astley, ‘Can We Choose our Beliefs?  A Theological Question for Religious Studies’, in Stephen Parker, Rob Freathy and Leslie J. Francis (eds), Religious Education and the Freedom of Religion and Belief (Bern: Peter Lang, 2012), 81–93
Three further essays by the Director are currently in press awaiting publication in edited collections.  

Ordinary Ecclesiology Conference

This special residential conference of the Ecclesiology and Ethnography Symposium, part funded by NEICE, was held in Durham, 11–13 September 2012.  Papers were given by scholars from the UK, Scandinavia and the USA.  The following papers were presented by NEICE staff, associates and other colleagues:

Ann Christie, ‘Responding to Ordinary Christology: Issues and Challenges’

Mark Cartledge, ‘Worship in the Spirit’

Andrew Rodgers, ‘Congregational Hermeneutics’

Tom Beaudoin and Patrick Hornbeck, ‘Roman Catholic Deconversion as Ordinary Ecclesiology’

Roger Walton, ‘An Ordinary Theology of Discipleship’

Matthew Barton, ‘What Happens when a Church Marginalises Heretics’

Jeff Astley, ‘Some Ordinary Theological Reflections’

Michael Armstrong, ‘Extra-ordinary Ecclesiology’

Grant Barclay, ‘Learning from One Another in Church’

Papers and Lectures

Additionally, the Director gave the following papers and lectures to conferences, symposia and study groups during the period of this report:

‘Church Schools and the Church’s Service to the Poor’
(Joshua Watson Anniversary Symposium, St John’s Church, Hackney)

‘Evolution’
(Chaplaincy Study Group, St Chad’s College, Durham)
‘Watch Your Religious Language’

(Durham University Methsoc Group)
‘The Authority of Practice in Theology’

(Ecclesiology in Practice: Disclosures of Church Conference, Heythrop College, London University)

‘Respectful Listening: Reflections on the Character and Style of Ministry and Research’

(Open Lecture, St Mary’s Centre’s Annual Symposium in Practical Theology and Religious Education, Conwy, Wales)

‘Ordinary Theology and the Learning Conversation with Academic Theology’

(MA module in Ordinary Theology, York St John University)

‘Religion in Childhood and Adolescence’

(International Society of Empirical Research in Theology Conference, Radboud University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands)

Reviews/Editorial/Reading for Journals

During this period the Director published reviews in the journals Modern Believing and the Expository Times.  The Director continues as an editorial board member, adviser and/or reader for the following journals: British Journal for Religious Education, Dialogue, Journal of Adult Theological Education, Journal of Beliefs and Values, Journal of Christian Education, Journal of Education and Christian Belief, Journal of Empirical Theology, Journal of Research in Christian Education, Rural Theology, Theology and Life, Practical Theology and the new Ecclesial Practices: Journal of Ecclesiology, Ethnography and Congregational Studies.

The Director has been appointed to provide ‘general oversight’ for the Encyclopedia of Christian Education, to be published in the USA.  Other scholars who have agreed to serve on this Editorial Advisory Board include Charles Foster, Thomas Groome, Jack Seymour and John Westerhoff.  The Director has been contracted to provide six entries for the Encyclopedia.

Other Research Projects

‘Lay Christian Views of Life after Death: A Qualitative Study and Theological Appraisal of the “Ordinary Eschatology” of Some Congregational Christians’
A thesis under this title, submitted by the Revd Michael Robert Armstrong, was examined in October 2011 and awarded the degree of DThM by Durham University.  Dr Armstrong’s research was supervised by the Director.
Ordinary Theology Project

The Director continues to be consulted by individuals and research projects in this area, including researchers from the United States, Canada, South Korea and Hong Kong.  
The NEICE-funded study of the Durham Diocese’s/Lindisfarne’s ‘Living Theology Today’ programme continues under the supervision of Dr Ann Christie of York St John University, who serves as Ordinary Theology Consultant to the Institute.  York St John University currently offers a MA module in ordinary theology.
Receptive Ecumenism Project

The Director has continued as convenor of the ‘Learning and Formation’ strand of this Durham University Project.  Research on adult learning in a variety of different denominations in the North East has been conducted by Dr Helen Savage, a long-term NEICE Associate, and Dr Marcus Pound; they are both currently involved in in-depth case studies in a number of local churches, including gathering data on learning and formation.  The latest research findings of the Project were presented to an open meeting in March.
Supervision of Research

During the course of the year, the Director supervised, as first or second supervisor, five doctoral students of Durham University.  All fees generated by the Director’s supervision and teaching in Durham University were paid directly to NEICE.  

Through visits to Durham or by email, the Director has also given advice and academic support to a range of other students registered for higher degrees in other universities, in Britain and overseas, as well as several academics.  He has also continued to advise and assist others who work in churches and schools, but outside university structures, and are engaged in educational research and development projects or issues in their Christian or educational ministry, including Farmington Fellows.  
Religious Beliefs and Science Research
The Director continues to be involved as adviser to the York St John University ecumenical research project on churchgoers’ views on creation and evolution, led by the Revd Dr Andrew Village.  Two papers have so far been written on the data.
(2)
Teaching and Development of Teaching Materials
‘Learning in the Way’: Research and Reflection on Adult Christian Education’ Study Day, Northampton
The Director ran a study day on these themes for a group of bishops, pastors and education facilitators for the national training programme of the New Testament Church of God.
‘Living Theology Today’, Diocese of Durham
The Director contributed two sessions to this adult theological education programme during March, under the title ‘Learning on the Road: Christian Discipleship and Christian Vision’.

Other Theological Education/CME/In-service

The Director has lectured on faith development research to students at Cranmer Hall/Wesley Study Centre.

‘Autumn Celebration of Words and Music’, Wycliffe Church, North Yorkshire

The Director helped organise this evening festival of poetry, prose and hymnody centred around the work and influence of John Wycliffe.

‘Question Time’, St Chad’s College
The Director joined a panel of students and alumni to discuss current international, national and University issues at this event in February.

Science and Religion Schools Group

The Director has agreed to join this national group, convened by Michael Reiss (Professor of Science Education at the Institute of Education, University of London).

External Examining/Assessing/Moderating

This year the Director completed his work as external examiner for the taught MTh programme in Chaplaincy Studies of St Michael’s College/University of Cardiff.  
During the period of this report he has also examined doctoral theses for the Universities of Nottingham, Cardiff and Warwick.
Preaching

During this period the Director celebrated and preached in a variety of Anglican churches in the North-East and North Yorkshire.  He also preached at Cullercoats Congregational Church and Bangor Cathedral.

(3)
Other Work

Tutorial Work

The Director continues to serve as a personal tutor (‘mentor’) to a group of postgraduate students of St Chad’s College, where he is a Professorial Fellow.

Committee Work

The Director continues as a corresponding member of the national working group, ‘Passing on the Faith’, for the Consultation on the Family of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales.  He also serves on Durham University’s Board of Studies in Theology and Religion, and the Library Committee and Council of Fellows of St Chad’s College, Durham. 

Methodist Report

The Director has served as an outside adviser for the report of the Methodist Church of Great Britain, ‘Good Practice in Diaconal Ministry’.

Staff Development
During this period the Director contributed to discussions on the development of the DThM within Durham University, as well as attending a wide variety of academic seminars and lectures there, at York St John University and at St Mary’s Centre, Bangor.  

Website

The Director is responsible for maintaining and updating the NEICE website.
Visitors
In addition to visitors from the UK, the Director has had conversations on research and related matters with visitors from the USA, Canada, South Korea and Australia.

Professorial Title

The Director was granted the title of Honorary Professor in the Department of Theology and Religion of Durham University until September 2015.  He continues as a visiting professor at York St John University and Glyndŵr University.

REF Advisory Work
The Director has served as an advisor for submissions for the Research Excellence Framework for the University of Glasgow.
III
RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

The Institute is now well into its thirty-first year, since its foundation in October 1981.  As indicated earlier in the report, the Institute will be dissolved by the end of April 2013.

The NEICE Management Committee is currently arranging an event on Saturday, 20 April 2013 to mark NEICE’s work, to launch the volume Exploring Ordinary Theology and to report on the new website developments.
The NEICE Management Committee and its Director have conveyed their gratitude for the support of the Hild-Bede Trustees in the Institute’s foundation and through their continued funding to March 2012.  

J Astley

Director
Report written for and on behalf of the Management Committee of NEICE

30 September 2012
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