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FINAL REPORT OF THE NORTH OF ENGLAND

INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Institute is now closing after nearly thirty-two years of operation since its foundation by the Hild-Bede Trust in 1981 to pursue the general aim of ‘furthering the education of those with a responsibility for teaching the Christian faith’, working primarily through the following objectives:

· to promote the study of how people of all ages understand the concepts and participate in the experiences of Christian faith in the context of all the influences which bear upon them in contemporary culture;

· to provide instruction and practical assistance for those engaged in teaching Christianity either in the context of school or church or both;

· to promote among Christian people a deeper understanding of and a capacity to appraise educational processes;

· to encourage the work of adult education in the Christian faith.

Details are given below of the work of NEICE from 1 October 2012 to 30 April 2013.

I
THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The Management Committee met on 17 January 2013 and 20 April 2013.  In addition to matters covered elsewhere in this report, the Committee dealt with the following topics.

Management Committee Membership

No changes were made to the official membership of the Management Committee and its officers: the Revd Dr Roger Walton (Chairman), the Revd Dr Michael Armstrong (Vice-Chairman), Dr Robert Song (Clerk) and Mr Arthur Falconer (Treasurer).  

Staffing

The Director’s contract, as a non-teaching appointment focused on the Website Project, was extended to 30 April 2013.  Other NEICE-related work reported below was ‘off contract’: undertaken in Professor Astley’s own time and not as an employee of the Institute.
Library

After volumes requested from NEICE’s research and reference library had been transferred to Durham University Library, Durham Cathedral Library, York St John University Library, the Resources Centres in Durham and Newcastle, Lindisfarne RTP, and the libraries of St Chad’s and St John’s Colleges, the Director advertised the remaining stock more widely.  Most of the remaining books are being transferred to Glyndŵr University Library.
Furniture and Equipment

The majority of NEICE’s furniture and equipment is to be donated either to the Shaw Trust or to the Alington House Trust.

Finance

It has been determined that at the dissolution of the Institute all remaining NEICE capital will be transferred to other charitable institutions who have agreed to maintain and develop NEICE’s legacy web resources.  
II
THE WORK OF THE INSTITUTE
(1) Website Project
In addition to the work required to dismantle the Institute and redistribute its resources to other charities, the Director has been mainly engaged in working on the NEICE digital archive of 7,278 (2GB) of files: selecting, editing and reformatting this material so that it can be freely available on the World Wide Web to students and researchers.  It is intended that items from this resource will be held, by agreement with the institutions involved, on a variety of institutional servers, including those of Durham University, York St John University, the St Mary’s Centre and the Congregational Training Centre.
This has proved to be a considerable task, and Professor Astley has undertaken to complete it by continuing to work on this material, in consultation with the relevant institutions, after his retirement from NEICE.

These ‘NEICE Legacy Web Resources’ are being offered to institutions both in the form of a menu of files and as a stand-alone website, under the following headings:

· Resources for teachers and students of adult Christian education

· Resources for teachers and students of theology and religious studies


· The study of Christian learning and education in the church

· The study of church schools and Christian universities

· The study of ordinary theology and practical theology

· The study of faith and faith development

· The study of ministry and preaching

· The study of school religious education

· The study of moral and spiritual learning and education

· The study of science and religion

(There will inevitably be some overlap between these categories, which will be reflected in a duplication of resources.)

Within each of these nine areas, the material has been organized into the following sub-categories (where appropriate):
· Published texts (with details, reviews and preprints where permitted)
· Unpublished texts (self-contained manuscripts of papers, pamphlets and books)
· Teaching materials (including handouts, PowerPoint presentations, etc.)
· Research (research instruments, possibly with some quantitative and qualitative data)
· Bibliographies

· Quotations

(2)
Research and Publications

At the time of writing, 37,000 copies of titles directly written or edited by NEICE staff on topics within Christian education, practical theology and Christian studies have been notified to us as having been sold through a variety of publishing houses.  (We do not have figures for books by other authors published in the various series edited by Professor Astley.)

Books Published

Jeff Astley and Leslie J. Francis (eds), Exploring Ordinary Theology: Everyday Christian Believing and the Church, Farnham: Ashgate, 2013 (xiv + 238 pp)
‘This extraordinary collection of articles exploring Ordinary Theology is a must-read, showing the real significance of listening to what ordinary reflective Christians believe – consulting the faithful – in order to understand how diversely the tradition can be lived in and lived out.’  

(Terrence W. Tilley, Fordham University, USA)

‘This volume demonstrates how Ordinary Theology is rapidly becoming one of the most exciting and innovative areas in Practical Theology.’

(Pete Ward, King’s College, London)

(A copy of the title and contents pages for this book is appended.)

Explorations in Practical, Pastoral and Empirical Theology Series

A further book in this series, for which Professor Astley is a co-editor, has been published, making thirty-one volumes to date.  

Susanna Snyder, Asylum-Seeking, Migration and Church, Farnham: Ashgate, 2012 (xvi + 293 pp)

(A copy of the title and contents pages for this book is appended.)

Ten further volumes are in press or under contract.
Learning Church Series

Three volumes have now been written for this introductory series of books for education in theology for Christian discipleship and ministry, contracted by SCM Press with Professor Astley as one of the series editors.  They include:

Jeff Astley, Studying God: Doing Theology
(The MS of the contents page of this book is appended.)
These texts are currently being trialled by a variety of adult groups engaged in learning for Christian discipleship and ministry.

Reviews of Previously Published Books

Jeff Astley, SCM Studyguide to Christian Doctrine

‘Pretty much the doctrine introduction that I would have liked to have written.’
(Andrew Davidson, Tutor in Doctrine, Westcott House, Cambridge)

‘provides a rich introduction to the different aspects of studying the beliefs of Christian faith . . . As well as being an excellent introduction, I suspect that this is a book that students of theology will refer back to each time that they start a new topic, or to remind themselves of some of the main aspects of particular Christian doctrines. The most significant contribution of this book, however, is the tone that it sets for studying theology. The reader is very clearly invited to take responsibility for her or his own learning and beliefs, as well as being encouraged to contribute to the rich and dynamic conversation which is Christian theology.’

(Modern Believing)
Articles/Essays Published

The following journal articles and essays in books have been published during the period of this report:

Jeff Astley, ‘Church Schools and the Church’s Service for the Poor’, in Howard J. Worsley (ed.), Anglican Church School Education: Moving Beyond the First Two Hundred Years (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2012), 101–118

Jeff Astley, ‘The Analysis, Investigation and Application of Ordinary Theology’ and ‘Academic Theology and the Learning Conversation with Academic Theology’, in Jeff Astley and Leslie J. Francis (eds), Exploring Ordinary Theology: Everyday Christian Believing and the Church (Farnham: Ashgate, 2013), 1–9, 45–54
Two further essays by Professor Astley are currently in press, awaiting publication in edited collections in the UK and Germany.  He has also contributed six entries to the Encyclopedia of Christian Education, to be published in the USA in 2014.
Reviews/Editorial/Reading for Journals

During this period Professor Astley published reviews in the Journal of Adult Theological Education.  He continues as an editorial board member, adviser and/or reader for British Journal for Religious Education, Dialogue, Journal of Adult Theological Education, Journal of Beliefs and Values, Journal of Christian Education, Journal of Education and Christian Belief, Journal of Empirical Theology, Journal of Research in Christian Education, Rural Theology, Theology and Life, Practical Theology and Ecclesial Practices: Journal of Ecclesiology, Ethnography and Congregational Studies.

Other Research Projects

Ordinary Theology Project

Professor Astley continues to be consulted by research projects and individuals in this area, including researchers from the United States, Canada, South Korea and Hong Kong.  

The Institute has completed its study of the Durham Diocese’s/Lindisfarne’s ‘Living Theology Today’ programme, under the supervision of Dr Ann Christie of York St John University, who serves as Ordinary Theology Consultant to the Institute.  It is hoped that relevant results from this study, and the research instruments developed for it, will be made available by York St John University as part of their ordinary theology research and resources programme.
Supervision of Research

During the course of the year, Professor Astley has continued with his supervision commitments to four doctoral students of Durham University.  

Examining

During the period of this report, Professor Astley examined an Ed.D thesis for Durham University. 
Religious Beliefs and Science Research
Professor Astley continues to be involved as adviser to the York St John University ecumenical research project on churchgoers’ views on creation and evolution, led by the Revd Dr Andrew Village.  

(3)
Teaching and Development of Teaching Materials
Theological Education/CME/In-service

Professor Astley gave two lectures this year on Christian education approaches and faith development research to students at Cranmer Hall/Wesley Study Centre.

Durham University Teaching

Professor Astley contributed three lectures on Theology and Evolutionary Biology to the undergraduate second year course, ‘Science and Theology: Exploring the Interface’.
‘New Directions in Biology’

Professor Astley contributed to this Templeton Foundation-funded Symposium at St John’s College, Durham.
Podcasts

Professor Astley recorded seven Advent podcasts for downloading from the Church of England’s website, from his contributions to Reflections for Daily Prayer.

Preaching

During this period Professor Astley celebrated and preached at a variety of Anglican churches in the North-East and North Yorkshire, and preached at Cullercoats Congregational Church and on Anglesey.
A-Level Resources
Professor Astley has contributed an article entitled ‘Evil and Suffering’ to an on-line A-level journal for religious studies students, published by the St Mary’s Centre and sponsored by the Welsh Government.
(4)
Other Work

Tutorial Work

Professor Astley continued to serve as a personal tutor (‘mentor’) to a group of postgraduate students of St Chad’s College, where he is a Professorial Fellow.

Committee Work

Professor Astley continued as a corresponding member of the national working group, ‘Passing on the Faith’, for the Consultation on the Family of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales.  He also served on Durham University’s Board of Studies in Theology and Religion, and the Library Committee and Council of Fellows of St Chad’s College, Durham. 

Website and NEICE Archive
Professor Astley has negotiated an archive of the Institute’s papers, from 1981 to 2013, for Durham University Library to hold, together with a revised ‘snapshot’ of the NEICE website as at April 2013. He has maintained the website since its launch in 2002.
Discussions regarding Future Work
In anticipation of his retirement and the dissolution of NEICE, Professor Astley has been invited by a range of institutions to engage in discussions about how he can continue to contribute to research and teaching, in particular in Cranmer Hall, York St John University, the St Mary’s Centre and Glyndŵr University.
III
NEICE FINALE
At the time of its closure in April 2013, the Institute was well into its thirty-second year since its foundation in October 1981.  

A final event to mark NEICE’s work and to launch the volume Exploring Ordinary Theology was arranged for Saturday, 20 April 2013, in the Northern Counties Club, Newcastle.  Those invited included former members of staff and chairs and Trustees of the Institute, and supporters and colleagues from the local area and the UK more widely.  
J Astley

Director
Report written for and on behalf of the Management Committee of NEICE

April 2013
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